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Jo and Mike Flanders purchased this house and property along the Crow River in Roseville Township in 1975 and have improved the house with a series of projects over the years. They hired an architect in the 1980s to
develop the overall design of the house, which they upgraded in stages, adding the two south-facing gables. In the last year, they did two projects: residing and reshingling last summer and redoing their kitchen this winter.

Roseville couple remodels farm house over 32 years

By Michael Jacobson

Home is where the heart is.

Mike Flanders loved the acreage along
the Crow River, a couple miles west of
Paynesville, since the 1960s. He and his
wife Jo have taken the property, the old
house, and over the past 32 years remod-
eled it to become home. “It gets to be part
of you,” said Mike of their river ranch.
“She’s got her gardens and flowers. I have
the barn and the horses.”

Mike’s history with the property starts
before Jo’s. In 1969 Mike, his dad, and his
brother purchased it as an investment,

reselling it a few years later. Mike, how-
ever, always liked the place. “I liked the
river. Iliked the location. Iliked the barn.
I wanted to have horses,” he said.

“I kind of regretted it right away,” said
Mike of selling the house. “I figured I'd
never be back here.”

Five years later, after marrying Jo and
returning to Paynesville, Mike heard that
the house might be back on the market. To
reacquire it, “All I had to do was give them
a huge profit,” he quipped.

Ironically, the property, according to
their abstract, was first purchased in the
1860s by Smith Flanders, Mike’s great-

grandfather. His great-grandfather bought
and sold many parcels of land before set-
tling on a farm in Union Grove Township.

The original house burned down, and
around 1960 a house from town, the old
Lutheran parsonage, was moved onto the
property, situated on the south side of the
Crow River and on the north side of the
old Great Northern railroad tracks.

Jo, originally from St. Martin, and Mike
married in May 1974, moved back to
Paynesville in November 1974, and pur-
chased the house in April 1975. “He always
looked for a house where he could keep his
horse,” said Jo. “That was his #1 priority.”
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Art Arnold Construction has been building
Paynesville area homes for over 39 years.

If you are remodeling or building new, call Arnold Construction today.
It will be the best investment you ever made.
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Sure enough, Mike heard that the prop-
erty was for sale and had it purchased
before showing it to Jo. When he told Jo
about the place, he kept talking about the
barn and didn't want to talk about the
state of the house. Jo remembers him
telling her — “It’s got a really nice barn” -
repeatedly when she asked about the
house.

“The house was really bad,” recalled
Mike. “The walls were bad. The windows
were bad. It looked worse without the fur-
niture.”

Jo said she spent nearly a full year clean-
ing and painting the house. They used gal-

lons and gallons of paint to spruce the
place up. “We worked on it all the time,”
said Jo.

“When we first moved here, we just
painted it,” explained Mike. “We couldn’t
really address the real problems.”

They also rebuilt the fence, with help
from Mike’s family. After that, Mike’s dad,
tired of the work of the horses, moved five
of them to their new place. The original
barn had been torn down at some point,
and a cement block barn erected in its
place, possibly using some of the lumber
from the original barn for the roof. “The
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inside of the barn was designed for horses,
so it was perfect,” said Mike. They now
have over a dozen horses and run a family
riding stable at their river ranch.

They decided to fix up the house, rather
than build new, and this was just the start
of 32 years of fixing up.

The first big project they did on the
house was digging out the small cellar and
creating a large basement around 1980.
This involved lifting the house, digging out
a basement, and putting in concrete blocks
for the basement and foundation.

One of their smarter decisions, they
agree, was hiring an architect back in the
early 1980s before they started making
additions to the upstairs of the house.
Knowing they would remodel and add on
in steps, they wanted the architect to cre-
ate an overall vision that they could work §
towards.

Though his expertise cost money; it was
necessary since they were ready to add
permanent additions. They wanted to
know their end vision to insure the remod-
eling they were doing in stages would fit &
together. “We wanted it to look like it was
all one house,” said Jo.

“We said give us something that will be
really cool when it’s done, and he did,”
said Mike of the architect, whose vision
reshaped their box-like farmhouse.

The adding of the basement was just the
first of many remodelings and projects. In
1985, they added a bedroom upstairs and
half of the wraparound porch. In 1988, J A j "
they did a major project, adding a three- i . T sy . i X '--_._z e~ o
story addition. They finished the base- Foanle r L e e
ment in the late 1990s and added a 40’ by 72’ | Y ; B ——
shed. They built a new shop/warehouse in s e L Al L e

2004. They originally purchased 17 acres Submitted photo
but added%ropgﬁy tg rgach 35 acres Now. Mike’s great-grandfather first purchased this property in the 1860s, and Mike, his dad, and his brother purchased it in the late 1960s. After Mike and Jo got married and moved

FLANDERS - see page 4C back to town in 1974, they purchased the property again. Originally, they painted the house and barn to make it look better, before embarking on a series of improvement proj-
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“Every time we had a child, we made an
addition,” joked Jo.

1988, they agree, was the biggest house
project. Jo was pregnant with Dugan, the
youngest of their four children and the
only one still at home. Their three oldest
kids (Shannon, Camille, and Travis) would
follow the carpenters around all summer.

Contractors added a screen porch, an
addition to the main-floor living room, a
bedroom upstairs, a main-floor bathroom,
a main-floor sewing room, and a basement
under these main-floor additions. “That
was the biggest,” said Jo.

Living amid the work was challenging,
they said. But the real problem was that
the contractors kept finding more things

| tofix. “With an older house,” said Jo, “they
kept running into new problems.”

“That was daily,” added Mike. “Every
day I'd come home and say, ‘Uh, oh.” The
project continually got bigger.”

During these remodelings, they always
wanted to do it right by using the best
materials, they said. This seemed especial-
ly important when the Flanders were
remodeling interior portions of the old
house, which might be difficult to reach
again. “Do it so it lasts,” said Mike

“Let’s do it. Do it right. And it'll be
done,” added Jo.

By this time, “we had enough into it to

j stay here for awhile,” said Mike.

This year, the Flanders did two projects:
one to the exterior of the house and the
other redoing the kitchen. Last summer,
they replaced their siding with tan steel
siding, replaced their trim, wrapped the
posts on their porch with metal, and put
40-year shingles on the roof.

Fhoto by Michael Jacobson = A oyially, one of the driving factors for

Their latest project, over the winter, was remodeling their kitchen, installing golden oak cabinets, a center island with granite countertops, and stainless steel appliances. this project was the barn. The lean-to on

The project involved removing a wall and enlarging the kitchen, leveling the floor and installing new ceramic tile flooring, and repairing and raising the ceiling.
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LANG BUILDING & DESIGN, INC.
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their barn needed repair, so they fixed that
and sided the front and back of the barn
and put on new doors, as well.

They did the work on the house, too, not
because the 20-year-old siding was bad. It
was fine, but they were tired of painting it.

The outdoor project was the genesis for
their Kkitchen project this winter. When
they put in new windows in the Kkitchen
and entryway while siding last summer; it
made sense to redo the kitchen before fin-
ishing their interiors.

When they moved into the house in 1975,
Jo said that Mike promised they would
redo the Kitchen in five years. It took 32
years. “I never break a promise complete-
Iy;” joked Mike.

A bad dip in the floor was another impe-
tus for the kitchen project. The kitchen
was so sloped, said Jo, that she would have
to rotate cakes halfway through baking or
they would lean.

They had a plan for the kitchen project,
but, like with their other remodelings, it
changed to the realities of the house. They
were thinking about a hardwood floor, but
to level the floor, a thin layer of cement
was poured in the kitchen and dining
room. Since nails for the hardwood floor
couldn’t be pounded into the cement very
easily, tile was much more practical.

They chose a ceramic tile, with the color
throughout so small cuts and scrapes of
the tile don’t show. “I'm really already
thrilled that we have tile,” said Jo. “You
can wipe it up. You can sweep it up. It’s
really easy to clean and maintain.”

They also put a heat cable in tile for
warmth. “It’s nice,” said Mike. “You can
walk around and it’s nice and warm.”

The project also addressed the sagging
beams in the Kkitchen ceiling, and they
later found there were four layers of ceil-
ings above the kitchen and that it was sag-
ging at least four inches. They gained

FLANDERS - from page 4C

headroom during the remodeling.

One of the biggest changes during con-
struction, though, was that the wall
between the entryway and the Kkitchen
turned out to be rotten and was not a sup-
port wall. So they could take it out and use
more space for the kitchen. This caused
their remodeling plans, including the
kitchen cabinets, to be redrawn.

“What happened to the plan?” Mike
remembered asking after they took out the
wall and made the kitchen larger. “That’s
just paper. We threw it away,” he was told.

One tradeoff to the larger kitchen was
that they originally planned to turn the
entryway into a pantry. The entryway was
never used, though Jo had temporary stor-
age in it due to the lack of space in the
kitchen. By enlarging the kitchen, they
were left with only a small corner pantry
instead.

But Jo still has more storage in the new
kitchen than her old one. Enlarging the
kitchen allowed them to add an island in
the center of it. The addition of the island,
she noted, included more cabinets under
the counter.

They also like the island as a natural
gathering place for family and friends.
They had a peninsula island in their old
kitchen, and “we always hung out there,”
said Jo.

Mike got to pick the wood for the new
kitchen, golden oak. “She said everybody
picks oak, and I said that I wanted it any-
way,” he said. He also suggested looking at
granite instead of laminate, and Jo liked it
so much that they have black granite on
the island and countertops.

Their oldest daughter had stainless steel
appliances in her new home, and Jo liked
them and picked them for her new Kkitchen.
Their upgraded appliances include a con-
vection oven and a microwave that can be
used as a convection oven, too.

They still have a few things they want to
do, such as buying a dining room table and
adding some bookshelves in the dining
room, which also has the new tile floor and
anew china cabinet. And they want to add
sloped concrete aprons underneath their
eaves for flowers.

And they have lots of future ideas, since
there’s really no limit to what you can do
with a house. Theirs may be a lifetime
project. “We’ve got some ideas, but we're
kind of sick of projects right now,” said
Mike.

He would still like to work on the
upstairs bedrooms. Jo’s idea is more
grand. She would like a hexagonal addi-
tion to the south side of the house. A
librarian, she said, should have a library
at home, and she figures the second hexag-
onal story would be perfect.

Theirs is not necessarily the smart way
to remodel a home, said Mike, though one
benefit to doing projects in staging was
saving on interest expense. “It’s just what
we did,” said Mike. “It’s not right or
wrong.” Plus, he said, “If we’d have built
in 1975, this Kkitchen would have been 32
years old. The siding would be old. We’d be
doing this again anyway.”

Mike, who intends to retire in three or
four years from his job as a mail carrier
for the post office, wants to have all the
major house projects done before retire-
ment. “So we won’'t be able to retire
because we still have projects,” joked Jo.

In all seriousness, their house is their
home, and their home is more than the
house. “T'd live in anything to be here,”
Mike said. “The house just kind of came
along.”

“For us,” added Jo, “we always made it
work. We didn’'t need a fancy house to
have fun with your family.”

s i —_t

hoto by Michael Jacobson
After a half dozen improvement projects over 32 years, the Flanders still aren’t fin-
ished. Except for your budget, there’s really no limit to what can be done, they said.

e
Photo by Michael Jacobson

A peninsula bar was a natural gathering place in their old kitchen, so they were
pleased when they were able to enlarge their new kitchen and add a center island.
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GREEN )

time and money:.

Dave-Pat-Paul ¢ Paynesville, MN
507-920-7874 507-220-5654

Richmond Concrete Products, Inc. ]\/\ike ;Z\mold Coms’rm/\cﬁom, Inc.

Richmond, MN 56368
*l?f“ '
§

20
Residential and Commercial

® BUILDING BLOCK

® RETAINING WALL BLOCK
e SIDEWALK BLOCK

e SEPTIC TANKS

320-597-2045 » 1-800-955-6021 M@w Rg.méclel)cj‘ '{32&&24 Eé

wozssre || SIDINIG

211 Washburne Ave. Bork Lumber & Steel, Inc. has a wide
Paynesville, MN 56362 variety of EDCO Steel Siding [ ‘

for your next building project.
Whether it’s a remodeling job or

< Paynesville
new construction, make it 7

EDCO Steel Siding from...

Home Improvement section —

Traditional Values. Continuing Excellence.

available online at I UMBER b
1l BO &STEEL INC. '
www.paynesvillearea.com AT
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mprovement

Ron Mehr

Lic.#20322209

We strive for
quality!

New London Bowl & Spare Time Bar

Residential
and
Commercial

s Decorative
Concrete Edging
* Retaining Walls
& Pavers
* Vinyl Fencing
* Seeding, Sodding,
'Edging Rock & Mulch
¢ Trees, Plants, Shrubs
* Sprinkler Systems

Have the best landscaping
in the neighborhood!

Call HK Enterprises now

-3 205 48 for a FREE estimate!

53899 County Road 20, Paynesville
$649,900
Impressive walk-out rambler with an open and
inviting design and a scenic setting with a sandy
beach along the shores of Lake Koronis.

27693 Brookhaven Road, Paynesville
$529,900
Stunning home is designed to welcome you and
make the most of the sights, sounds & recreation
offered by Lake Koronis.

Realty.

Rhonda Green 320-685-5925
& Associates 800-352-1484

www.rhondagreen.net

Alldon Heights Edina

Lake Koronis Wooded Lot

Nestled along Lake Koronis is the prestigious
Alldon Heights Development of scenic wooded
lots & distinctive homes. Open to your builder.
One lot remaining at $129,900.

Auto + Home = DISCOUNT

You'll not only receive a discount for having your
vehicles and property insured with us, you'll also pay
only ONE deductible,' for all covered possessions,
if you have a loss! Call me to discuss this great
opportunity to start saving on your insurance costs
today. And be sure to ask how to save even more
with our automatic payment options.?

r.

(/] X

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES
Insurance < Investments

www.fbfs.com

Bruce D. Vanderpool
28518 State Hwy 55
Office 100
Paynesville

(320) 243-2782

(320) 492-7167

Auto | Home | Life | Business | College | Retirement

'Per occurrence. *Savings apply when switching from monthly direct billing payments to EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer).
Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company/
West Des Moines, IA. *Companies of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2007 FBL Financial Group, Inc. PC011

-Over 30 Years of Experience-

M QOUTHSIDE

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
Quality Workmanship & Customer Satisfaction

320-453-3086
HIGH EFFICIENCY AT AN AFFORDABLE PRICE WITH THE QUALITY OF...
¢ Air Conditioners

¢ Air Cleaners
e Furnaces

e Humidifiers
e \Water Heaters

* Emergency Service Rely on Ruud®

FREE ESTIMATES EXPERT SERUICE TECHNICIAN RESIDENTIAL REPLACEMENT SPECIALIST

We build the best, so you can’t go wrong
with Mueller Wood Products.

* Kitchens * Bathroom Vanities
* Fireplace Mantels and Surrounds
e Entertainment Centers ® Desks

e Corian, Granite, Silestone,
Cultured Marble, and Laminate
Countertops

* Custom raised-panel doors

“The very finest in quality craftsmanship!”

MUELLER WOOD PRODUCTS

20603 Cty. Rd. 15, Regal * Belgrade, Minn. * See Our Website: www.muellerwood.com
Call 320-243-4206 For An Appointment

It’s Not Child’s Play
Building a Solid
Foundation!

Call Us For Experience And Satisfactory Work!

We Are Experienced Masons. Call Us For All Types Of
Concrete Work! FREE Estimates.

MASONRY =

18380 195th Ave. NE, Paynesville, Minn. ¢ Rick Spaeth ¢ 320-276-8379

VALLEY VIEW ELECTRIC
of EDEN VALLEY

Willing to work with you from start to finish until your dreams become reality

* Residential « Commercial °
* New Construction * Remodeling ¢
* Trenching ¢ 24-hr. Service ¢
* Clean and Quality Workmanship ¢

Enhance the look

of your home
this spring!

e Carpet

* Wood Flooring

e Laminate

* Tile

* Window Treatments
* Borders and More!

The Best For Less At:

MONDLOCH, INC.

Free Estimates
Appliances
Plumbing
Heating
Air Conditioning

105 Garfield Ave., Paynesville, MN 56362

St. Martin, Minn.
Hardware & Paint ¢ Plumbing & Heating

320-548-3255

Fax: 320-548-3705

Rely on Ruud.®




