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Jason and Pam Ruhoff, who both grew up living in the country, built their new walkout rambler in the Rollingwood Addition of Paynesville Township. After living in town since 1999, they purchased a one-acre
wooded lot in November 2005 and decided to build last spring. When their house sold in just a few days on the market, they had to accelerate their building plans. They moved into their home in November.

Paynesville couple enjoys country living in new home

By Michael Jacobson

A return to country living is what Jason
and Pam Ruhoff wanted in their new
house.

“We wanted to be in the country,” said
Jason. “In town is fine, but I grew up in
the country; she grew up in the country.”

The Ruhoffs have lived in Paynes-ville
since 1999. When they bought their house
on the east edge of town, they thought
they might have five years without back-
door neighbors, and they could still see
deer, pheasants, and wild turkeys out their
back windows. Within four years, howev-

er, the neighborhood had been developed
around and behind them.

So, they started to look for country hous-
es, but the prices were prohibitive, as even
an older house was too much to purchase
and to fix up. Then they started to look for
bare property. Finally, they came across a
wooded lot for sale, on 300th Avenue in the
Rollingwood Addition, and purchased it,
nearly an acre, in November 2005.

Jason grew up on the east side of Sauk
Rapids, in a rural area by the Wapicada
Golf Club, and Pam grew up near Pillager,
which is smaller than Paynesville, she
said. “I grew up with plenty, plenty, plenty

of trees around me,” she explained. “You
knew you had neighbors, but you couldn’t
see them.”

In purchasing the lot, Pam liked it
because of the mature trees and it’s being
on a dead-end road. Jason liked that it was
quiet and affordable, though he actually
dreamt of alarger acreage. They also liked
its location, being close enough to town to
make quick trips to the store, etc., and
since both of their families live to the
north, they didn’t want to live too far south
of Paynesville.

“It met enough of our criteria,”
Jason of the lot purchase.

said

Last winter, Jason and Pam started look-
ing at house plans and, by spring, decided
to test the waters by putting their house up
for sale. They listed their house in mid-
April, and it sold a couple days later, giving
them six weeks to be out.

“At that time, we didn’t have a house
plan,” said Jason. “When we moved out,
we didn’t have a house plan.”

Jason did not want to have two house
payments, so he insisted on selling their
house in town before starting to build.
They, however, didn't expect to sell their
house so fast.

“We got nervous real quick,” said Pam

of selling their house while still making
plans for their new one.

They actually had wanted to build over
winter, when Jason doesn’t have to work at
the golf course. (He is the superintendent
at Koronis Hills Golf Course, while Pam is
a patient financial services representative
in the business office at the Paynesville
Area Health Care System.) Pam said she
was very grateful to sell their house in
town but shocked it happened so fast.

Both Jason and Pam grew up in walkout
ramblers, a design that they both had in
mind and that fit their sloped lot perfectly;
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they said. They also considered a-story-
and-a-half house, but it was larger than
they wanted to have and to pay for, said
Jason.

They rented a cabin for the summer,
about a mile and half from the site of their
new house, which made it easy to com-
mute from one to the other. Jason cleared
trees in the spring, their contractor start-
ed moving dirt in early July, a couple days
after the Fourth of July, and they moved
into their new house in the first week of
November.

Jason, his dad, and his three siblings did
much of the work on the house.
“Everything from the sheetrocking to the
rest of the finish work, we did,” said
Jason. They contracted for the excavation,
framing, roofing, siding, concrete, plumb-
ing, and electrical work.

Pam - pregnant with their third daugh-
ter, Hailey, born earlier this month, and
busy with their other two daughters,
Shelby, 4, and Erica, 2 - couldn’t help as
much as she wanted. Between Jason’s job,
his work on the house, her pregnancy, and
the two girls, it was a busy summer, said
Pam.

When the Ruhoffs moved to Paynesville
in 1999, they purchased a spec home and
got some input on the finishing touches.
They also finished the basement them-
selves and add onto the house.

Jason’s dad had built his own house and
his parents remodeled themselves quite a
bit. His dad, semiretired from heavy con-
struction, does woodworking as a hobby
and built the kitchen cabinets and the
island countertop in the kitchen. His dad
and brother made all the maple doors and

woodwork, while Jason made the maple Photo by Michael Jacobson
railing to the basement and insta]led%]l Jason Ruhoff, his dad, and his siblings did much of the work in his new house, including making the kitchen cabinets, laying the laminate flooring, making the maple railing,

RUHOFFS - see page 4C and almost all the finishing work. Sweat equity from their house in town, where they finished the basement and remodeled, and on their new house helped immensely.
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the laminate flooring in the house.

They couldn’t have asked for more or
better help, said Jason.

They put lots of sweat equity in their old
house and their new one, too. “The equity
that we got out of it definitely enabled us
to build,” explained Jason.

Their new house is 34’ by 46’ with a full
basement and three-stall garage. The
main floor includes an entryway with
stairway to the basement, Kkitchen with
walk-in pantry, dining room, living room,
master bedroom suite, connecting to the
laundry room, two half bathrooms, and a
mud room to the garage.

One thing they wanted in their new
house was a bigger entryway, Jason and
Pam said. A log jam was frequently
caused at their old entryway, as people
removed coats, etc. “Usually when we have
family over, it’s not one sister and brother;
it’s everyone, left and right,” said Pam.

Even with their family of five now, said
Jason, they take more room to get ready.

The other thing they wanted was a larg-
er garage. Their three-stall garage is as
large as possible and only slightly smaller
than the house, In their old two-stall
garage, the sheetrock was broken from
pulling Jason’s truck in, and Pam had to
pull their van in at an angle in order to fit.

Jason was told that he would never
regret building his garage too big and
would someday think that it was too small.
Even with the new garage full of stuff —
vehicles, four-wheeler, snowmobiles,
bikes, etc. — “T had everything in there and
didn’t trip over it,” said Jason.

Extra storage in garage is nice for the
house, too, said Pam.

Fhoto by Michael Jacobson oy still have room for a shed in their
Jason’s dad made the kitchen cabinets out of maple, including the center island with a laminate top that the family finds very convenient for meals. One unique fea- backyard and created a driving lane on the

ture he installed is a corner drawer. Pam thinks the walk-in freezer — with lots of shelves, easy-to-see storage, and an upright freezer - is incredibly convenient. RUHOFFS - see page 6C
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north side of their house - requiring a 10-
foot retaining wall, as there is a 25-foot
drop from the top of the hill to basement.

The large garage made it easy to move
stuff into garage and then put away in the
house box by box, said Pam. They would
move into temporary housing again, they
said, as having a place to stay freed them
from the rush of needing to get the house
done in a hurry. By renting they also had
no maintenance concerns at their tempo-
rary housing.

Moving out of their house, into their
temporary housing, and then into their
new house wasn't difficult at all. Jason said
he didn’t lose any sleep over having to move
twice but he would have worried about hav-
ing to make two house payments.

Having replaced the vinyl siding on
their old house with steel, they liked its
durability so well that there was no real
discussion about not having steel siding,
they said. They picked “classic red” for the
color, which they think might be too color-
ful for a neighborhood in town but looks
great in the country.

Coming in from the garage is the mud
room, with an adjoining half bathroom.
The mud room leads into the dining room,
which connects to both the kitchen and liv-
ing room.

The Ruhoffs wanted the house to be
open, with lots of lighting. From the main
entryway, four directions are available:
into the laundry room and half bath,
which connects to the master bedroom;
down the stairs; straight through to the liv-
ing room; and into the Kkitchen.

Having traffic flow both ways really is
nice, said Pam.

They wanted an island with an over-
hang in Kkitchen, which Jason’s dad built
along with the other maple woodwork.
“It’s easier when I'm cooking,” said Pam.

RUHOFFS - from page 4C

“As things are done, I can put them right
here.” The family uses the island more for
eating than the adjoining dining room,
they said.

Their Kkitchen cabinets have staggered
heights, which Pam liked due to the open-
ness and the spaces to decorate on top. All
their drawers roll out, and in the corner,
Jason’s dad built a corner drawer, which
he had seen in woodworking magazine.
The drawer, using just a longer track, pulls
straight out.

Pam’s favorite feature of the Kitchen,
though, is probably the walk-in pantry,
which shelikes because it has lots of space
and things are easy to see. The walk-in
pantry includes an upright freezer, which
eliminates trips to get frozen food. “I love
it. It’s the bomb,” said Pam. “You don’t
have to go downstairs or out in the garage
(to the freezer).”

They also invested in better appliances
for their new kitchen, which they like.

They wanted big windows on the rear of
the house, facing the woods, away from the
road. They can see the lake, except in the
middle of the summer, when leaves are
full, from their living room or their master
bedroom. And they can see wildlife, par-
ticularly the wild turkeys in the area. “The
girls just sit here and watch them and
think it’s so cool,” said Jason.

The master bedroom suite, beside the
view to the woods, is connected to a bath-
room, walk-in closet, and then to the laun-
dry room, which makes it convenient for
bringing dirty clothes to the laundry room
and clean clothes back to the closet. On the
other side, the laundry room is right next
to the stairs for the girls to bring clean
clothes downstairs and it still is in the
opposite side of the house as the living
room, keeping it from disturbing them.

The new house is set up for one-floor liv-

ing. “If we were lucky enough to live here
that long, we could retire here,” said Pam.
“The upstairs,” added Jason, “is pretty
much built for us.”

The basement includes three bedrooms
(one which could be used as an office), a
family room (unfinished so far), bathroom,
and utility room. All the bedrooms have
walk-in closets because they dislike bi-fold
doors. The girls’ rooms in their old house
were smaller, so their new ones are bigger.
They do, however, miss the huge basement
family room (18’ by 36’) in their old house,
which was perfect for entertaining.

Jason used false ceilings in basement,
which he is glad he did because he can add
wires to anywhere easily. Also, a water
leak, which they had already, would have
destroyed a sheetrocked ceiling, he added.

He is also pleased with their off-peak
heat, which has been very efficient this
winter.

Photo by Michael Jacobson
Returning to country living was a priority for the Ruhoffs, who wanted large win-
dows facing the woods on the back side of their house, away from the road.

In fact, they wouldn’t change anything
major about the house, said Jason,
although, like anyone, they would have
liked a bigger budget.

Jason still wants to finish the garage
(insulating and sheetrocking) before erect-
ing shelves. He already has installed a gas
line for a heater (someday). He also wants
to build open lockers for the mudroom (for
the girls to keep shoes, mittens, hats, and
coats in their respective stalls) and would
like to finish the family room and office,
using cedar in the basement.

Outside, of course, there is landscaping,
as well as paving the driveway.

Pam would like to add more blinds and
curtains in the house.

“All in all, the whole experience was
good,” said Jason. “I would do it again.”

“I don’t want to do it again,” he quickly
adding, wanting to simply enjoy the new
house with his family.

Photo by Michael Jacobson

The master bedroom also has large windows facing the woods. Their girls like to
look at the stars and moon out of the transom windows above their bed, they said.
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= FREE ESTIMATES' — 7202434023 Turn to the Experts i
. — 1.800-853-4023 Turn to the Expert Paynesville, MN 56362

GRANITE CITY CONCRETE GROUP || 7 = “rwocums s commmorcions ™

< Ready Mix <4 sand “Your Closin
< Aggregate ﬁ'(/

AnRnan
<)

A ‘-: : Frofestional Closipg Serwces = Cemstraciien Pisbresing Evperis
320 597 2060 Working with Hundreds of Buitders Throughour Cenreal and Greater Minnesota
KNIFE S
SE Jay Ave., PO. Box 10 o :." i e TR
RiChmOnd, MN 56368 e 24 14 clrsingl Vg i

AN MDU RESOURCES COMPANY www.granitecityreadymix.com

[
De ne of CarpetsPlus

Hardwoods, ¢ toon arore X
Ceramics, Laminate,
Carpet, and Vinyl

g
T —

TOM’S CARPET KINGD WM
Store Hours: Mon.-FﬂEg,%ﬁ%;E;’S%nwm:; I.=ri:.5,280 -a4ri-:13-;3 ?)731, Sat., 9 a.m.-4 p.m. (320) 761-4252 Cell

(320) 24314457 Offic 214 W Mill Street
Paynesyille, MN
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Call: 32.0-243-4655 [ See Us At |
Lic. #BC-20343752 Our New
Office &

RE-SHINGLE
JACK DAHL | 3 = MBSO o e | el
REMO DEI—I N G , I“c- GIVE “s A cnll! Extreme Durability sLifetime Warranty a Erla 5

The Professional's Choice ' .ﬂ ]
for Permanent Exteriors,  “lusting Beauty \. nsiae. )
e SHINGLING ¢ HOME IMPROVEMENTS .
e REMODELING ¢ INSULATING Lifestyle Lumber, Inc.
e WINDOWS, DOORS, & SIDING Ralph & Jim - Owners » Mark - Sales %
375 Industrial Orive S$t. Martin 1

(320) 3403450 o 1.000.090.8774. wensubmb o
j E N N I N G s To have a thicker,

greener lawn this summer... | Install
WELL DRILLING, INC.

Now!
FarM, RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL,
IRRIGATION, MuNiciPAL, WELL ABANDONMENT — Aermaotor

PUMPS &WATER SYSTEMS

An Automatic Sprinkler System
will give you, without work or worry,
the landscape you've always wanted!

q: éstlﬁ“‘te
A BEAUTTIFUL
time and money.

When You
;REEN
Service Available 7 Days A Week 4@1, : GREEN \

LS SO RS L AWN A~ PEICHEL'S
Call Richmond/Paynesville: ITOMATICALL m AWN IRRIGATION]
1-800-568-5988 ¢ 320-597-2482 » 320-243-2444

18938 Co. Rd. 83, P.O. Box 9 * Richmond 56368

Add Value to your
home while saving

Sales ¢ Service * Pump Supplies
10;

Installation and Service

Dave-Pat-Paul ¢ Paynesville, MN
507-920-7874 507-220-5654

Full-time Professional | | CHAMPION A¢ ELECTRIC iic
Real Estate |

Agents--- !
e s Farm * Home * Remodel

320-290-9338 320-492-3750 L.
tomr@mywdo.com maryj@warpdriveonline.com icensed * Bonded ¢ Insured
“We’re Here To Serve 800-866-3098  320-243-3847 » 320-282-4069
Granite Your Real Estate Needs” KEN UTSCH - Paynesville, Minn.

Re alty Of MN Members of 2 Multiple Listing Services (MLS): @

St. Cloud Area and Minneapolis 5

MAYTAG - THE NAME YOU CAN TRUST

Now you can trust your home’s heating to the reliability,
dependability, and worry-free performance of Maytag and
an unbeatable 10 year parts & labor warranty on the

Mike Arnold Construction, Inc.

“Bmldzng drecVOm%gg ,

Maytag M1010 series. To learn more, call m 1¢

WENNER PLUMBING & HEATING or visit i 'L\ z“C@

Maytag online at www.maytaghvac.com SELECT HVAC Yﬁ‘?@ \
DEALER

ENNER
Plumbing and Heating
320-597-3200 * Richmond, Minn.

Maytag is a trademark of Maytag Corporation and is used under license by Nordyne Inc.

1‘.-*

M@-V R%m(bclel A ’3%0-524 Eé

PAYNESVILLE
EXCAVATING, INC.

Call us first for a FREE estimate and FREE
planning & design consultation!

Sand ¢ Gravel ¢ Dirt * Dozer * Back Hoe
Snow Removal ¢ Soil Boring ¢ Perc. Tests
Design and Installation of Septic Systems

Crushed 320-243-3907

Concrete Pick-up
or Delivered 540 Minnie St., Paynesville, Minn.

Acclaimed Furniture
E Hwy 55, Paynesville - 320-243-3806 Melvin Jones, Res.: 320-276-8357 ® Brian Jones, Res.: 320-276-8584




