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The main Highway 23  
detour – from Paynesville to 
Richmond – began on Monday, 
May 15. Traffic again will be 
detoured from Paynesville to 
St. Martin to Richmond using 
Co. Rd. 33 and Co. Rd. 12. 

This detour is expected to be 
in place through early 
November 2023 when the proj-
ect is completed.

The final year of  construc-
tion on the Highway 23 North 
Gap project (from Paynesville 
to Richmond) got underway in 
May, focusing on Co. Rd. 12 by 
Richmond. The North Gap 
project is expanding nine 
miles of  Highway 23 to four 
lanes, from Paynesville to 
Richmond. Also, several inter-
sections along Highway 23 are 
being reconfigured to improve 
sightlines, reduce potential 

crash points, and enhance 
safety. The North Gap project 
should conclude in 2023.

•The Highway 23 South Gap 
detour also began on Monday, 
May 1, and is expected to run 
through Friday, Oct. 27. As 
Highway 23 is expanded to 
four lanes from Paynesville to 
New London, the highway will 
be closed from Hawick to 
Paynesville in 2023. Traffic 
will be routed from 
Paynesville, past Hawick, via 
Highway 55 and Co. Rd. 2. 

•People who live, work, or 
visit homes and businesses 
along Highway 23 will have 
access to/from Highway 23 
using designated access points 
along the corridor. Drivers can 
expect changes and use of  
alternate entrances as 
Highway 23 will be a busy 
work zone. Residents, busi-
ness owners, and visitors 
should watch for construction 
signs, lane closures, gravel 
surfaces, flaggers with use of  
pilot car, road crews, and 
heavy equipment.

HIGHWAY 23

Main detour starting 
again from Paynesville 
to Richmond

Traffic from 
Paynesville to 
Hawick also 

being detoured
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The main Highway 23 North Gap detour – from Paynesville to Richmond – resumed on Monday, May 15. Traffic will be 
detoured via Co. Rd. 33, Co. Rd. 33, and Co. Rd. 12 to Richmond. Highway 23 South Gap – to New London – is also detoured.HIGHWAY 23 – Page 2

At a special meeting on 
Wednesday, April 26, including 
the Paynesville City Council, 
as well as the joint fire and 
police board, the council 
agreed to continue the current 
city policy of  responding to 
emergency calls in Paynesville 
Township. 

Paynesville Township 
switched to primary coverage 

by the Stearns County 
Sheriff ’s Department in 2012, 
saving $35,000 annually, and 
the city proposed a new con-
tract with the township in 
March 2023, at $50,000 per year, 
which was not accepted.

Since 2012, the city has con-
tinued to respond to emergen-
cy calls in the township. As a 
24-year cop, said police chief  
Paul Wegner, he wants to 
respond to emergencies. The 
city’s numbers, over nine 
months, said that of  700 calls 
in Paynesville Township, 300 
were handled by the 
Paynesville Police 
Department.

The purpose of  the public 
hearing was to hear from city 

residents as to whether that 
current policy should contin-
ue, said Mayor Shawn Reinke 
at the start of  the two-hour 
public hearing. “Our police 
budget is not small. It is, by far, 
the largest chunk of  our oper-
ating budget, and where we 
devote those resources is 
important,” he said.

Reinke read six letters from 
local residents, including from 
city resident Don Mayer, a for-
mer councilor, who stated that 
he “recognizes the need to be 
good neighbors,” but the town-
ship is apparently satisfied by 
the county coverage. 
Therefore, the city should only 
respond life-or-death calls, 
wrote Mayer.

“I don’t understand why 
this is even an issue at this 
point,” wrote city resident 
Doreen Miller in another let-
ter. “They don’t want our ser-
vices, so we don’t provide the 
services. Seems rather obvi-
ous to me.”

Township resident Barabra 
Schmit, attending the hearing 
in person, explained that she 
was initially against the 
Stearns County Sheriff ’s 
Department patrolling in the 
township ten years ago, but 
felt they have done an excel-
lent job.

County commissioner Jeff  
Bertram, also a former coun-
cilor who live in the city, urged 
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Council backs continuing emergency calls

By Michael Jacobson

Per the Stearns 
County Sheriff’s 
Office, responses 
are not lopsided
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In November, two desktop 
ShopBots were added to the 
Innovation Center at 
Paynesville High School. The 
two “minis” arrived in two 
pallets, and a group of  stu-
dents –  Lucas Bayer, Owen 
Burg, Mitchell Gruber, Zaylee 
Hartmann,   Ava Martinson, 
Roman Roberg, Alivia 
Schaefer, and Ashton Utsch  – 
put them together. “You should 

have seen ’em. They saw the 
boxes and said, ‘Oh yeah.’ 
They put it all together,” said 
teacher Tracey Piepenburg.

The students who helped set 
up the new CNC ShopBot 
made a wooden sign, as the 
first project on the new 
machines, listing their names, 
which now hangs next to the 
machines in a small room in 
the Innovation Center.

PHS also has a big ShopBot 
in the remodeled CTE space. 
The Innovation Center had a 
small CNC machine, but it 
could only handle 9x12 carv-
ings. “The kids went crazy on 
it. They did all kinds of  cool 
stuff,” said Piepenburg. That 
original CNC, however, was 
just not heavy-duty enough.

So, Piepenburg decided to 
apply for a grant to get two 
CNC ShopBots. “Let’s get 
something smaller for kids to 
use. It’s just right for junior 
high kids and high school 
kids. It’s a nice deal,” he said.

“When you see a kid concen-
trate on this, you’d be 
impressed,” he added.

When the grant was unsuc-
cessful, Piepenburg asked for 
permission to seek other 
donors, and then gave his 
grant application to Bayer 
Built.

Bayer Built first gave the 
Innovation Center a box of  
wood. Then, a F-150 pick-up 
truckload of  wood. Now, two 
desktop CNC ShopBots, with a 
value of  $26,000. “How do you 

say enough nice things about
that?” asked Piepenburg.
“That’s just them.”

Machinist’s Mind
Piepenburg, a science teach-

er, also teaches taxidermy and
junior high Innovation Center
classes. “It’s just taken off
from there. It’s just fun,” said
Piepenburg. “It allows kids to
do a project using technology
that they’ve never had at their
fingertips before.”

One summer, after starting
to teach in the Innovation
Center, Piepenburg took a tech
ed summer class at SCSU.
They toured area businesses
to see what technology they
have and use. Not just

INNOVATION CENTER

Two CNC ShopBots added via donation

By Michael Jacobson

Innovation Center
received two new 
CNC ShopBots 
from Bayer Built

What do you like about the Innovation Center? 
What do you like about the ShopBots?

“I like the glow forges in the Innovation Center as well as 
the ShopBots,” said eighth grader Alivia Schaefer, the daugh-
ter of  Adam and Peggy Schaefer. “What I like about the 
ShopBots is the awesome things we can make on them and try-
ing to figure out how to do new things by watching Youtube.”

“I like how precise the ShopBots are at making projects,” 
said eighth grader Mitchell Gruber, the son of  Russ and Jacqie 
Gruber.
What projects have you done on the ShopBots?

“We are currently making American flag boards,” said 
Schaefer. “At the beginning, we were putting last names on 
boards, we made a few boards with Bulldogs on them, and we 
also made a board that said all of  the people’s names that 
helped put the ShopBot together.”

“I have made plaque with my name on it. We are making a 
cut out of  an American flag now. I also enjoy helping the kids 
on the ShopBots,” said Gruber.

“I help them by teaching them how to make their design and
teach them how to run the machine,” continued Gruber.
Why are these hands-on projects rewarding?

 “I like how it gives us the opportunity to make other proj-
ects that other schools usually can’t make,” explained Gruber. 
“It also gives kids a break from school work to be able to do 
other types of  projects that they enjoy more.”

“Because it’s not just learning out of  a textbook. It’s more 
visual learning and working with your hands,” said Schaefer.
Anything else you want to say?

“A thank you to Mr. P and everyone else that helped get this 
going,” concluded Schaefer.
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Two new CNC ShopBots in the Innovation Center allow stu-
dents to design projects on computer and cut them in wood.

Signs can be cut on the ShotBots and then filled with acrylics.


